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This regional operational plan acts as a guiding document for invasive

plant management throughout the Thompson-Nicola Region and reflects

local priorities for invasive plant management. 

It provides a common approach to managing invasive plants with a goal of

coordinating invasive plant management practices across jurisdictions.

This will ensure that common management goals and objectives are being

achieved across the region in an effective and efficient manner.  

The guidance provided in the plan is applicable to anyone managing

invasive plants within the Thompson Nicola Region, including

organizations, agencies, groups and individuals. The plan highlights

priority invasive plants that have the greatest potential for spread,

resulting in severe economic, environmental and/or social impacts.   

This plan, coordinated and maintained by the Thompson-Nicola Invasive

Plant Management Committee, is a living document and will be updated on

an annual basis, or as circumstances warrant, to reflect changes in invasive

plant presence in the region.

INTRODUCTION

SCOPE
The plan addresses terrestrial,

including riparian, invasive plants
within the Thompson- Nicola

Regional District (TNRD)
boundaries.

The plan excludes native plants,
animals and organisms, invasive

terrestrial and aquatic animals and
aquatic invasive plants within and

beyond the TNRD.
Spotted knapweed
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The Thompson- Nicola Region covers ~45,000km2 of BC’s land base that encompasses a

variety of ecosystem classes such as Interior Douglas Fir, Montane Spruce, Interior Cedar-

Hemlock, Engelmann spruce, Bunchgrass, Sub-boreal Spruce, Ponderosa Pine, and

Alpine Tundra. These ecosystems support a rich diversity of plants and wildlife,

numerous industries including agriculture, forestry and mining and offers a variety of

recreational opportunities for residents and visitors. These resources and values are

being threatened by invasive plants:

Agriculture
There are over 83,000 hectares of land being farmed in the region, either for

livestock production, fruit and vegetable production and/or other

commodities, such as forage and silage. In addition, there are hundreds of

thousands of hectares of land being used as rangelands. Impacts of invasive

plants on agricultural industry include harboring insects and diseases of

crops, reducing crop quality and market opportunities, and decreasing farm

income and grazing opportunities.

Forestry
As a provincially recognized forest center, Kamloops and the Central Interior of

B.C. account for the second highest concentration of value-added plants,

related to forestry, in the province (Venture Kamloops, 2020). Invasive plants

may impact forest yields and regeneration success of planted and native trees.

Tourism
The Thompson-Nicola Region is famous for its vineyards, skiing, golfing, hiking,

boating and camping. In 2019, 1.9 M people visited the Kamloops area, spending

$303 M (Venture Kamloops, 2020). Tourism ,and the revenue it generates, can

be compromised by invasive plants by decreasing aesthetics, accessibility and

usability of many of the resources and services that draw visitors to the region. 

WHY CARE?

Society
Natural areas across the region support a wealth of recreational activities

including hunting, fishing, swimming, hiking, bird watching, and mountain

biking. These valued areas are being impacted by invasive plants by reducing

aesthetics, accessibility and usability of recreational areas. They can also impact

human health, property values, and infrastructure and be a financial burden on

citizens due to management costs and infrastructure repairs.  
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The Thompson Nicola Invasive Plant Management Committee (TNIPMC) encourages

multi-party collaboration on invasive plant management throughout the Thompson-

Nicola Regional District (TNRD).  The TNIPMC is administered by the TNRD and is

comprised of key partners whose values are impacted by invasive plants.

ABOUT THE TNIPMC

T N I P M C   | O P E R A T I O N A L  P L A N T  F O R  T E R R E S T R I A L  I N V A S I V E  P L A N T S  I N  T H E  T H O M P S O N - N I C O L A  R E G I O N 0 4

A N  I N V A S I V E  P L A N T - F R E E  T N R D

T o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a g e n c i e s ,
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  w o r k

t o g e t h e r  t o  s t o p  t h e  s p r e a d  a n d
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  i n v a s i v e  p l a n t s  i n
t h e  T N R D ,  t h r o u g h  m a n a g e m e n t ,

e d u c a t i o n ,  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d
c o m m u n i c a t i o n .

O U R  G O A L

O U R  M I S S I O N



The development of this plan was guided by a Technical Advisory 

Committee (TAC) that was comprised of experienced land managers

representing several perspectives including Provincial and Local

governments, and various stewardship groups.

The TAC compiled a working list of 72 invasive plants that was derived from

federal, provincial and locally regulated invasive plant species. Additional

invasive plants were identified in the region through the Invasive Alien Plant

Program reports  and TAC expertise. Each of these species went through a

risk assessment process that addressed the plants current regional

distribution, ability to disperse, biology/reproduction, ecology (preferred

habitat), impacts and management feasibility. The plants were placed in their

initial categories based on their risk assessment score.

The TAC recognized that different areas of the region are faced with different

invasive plant presence as a result of varied climates and ecosystems.

Accordingly, the region was divided into 5 smaller Invasive Plant

Management Areas (IPMA) and individual priority invasive plant lists were

developed for each.  The IPMA’s were delineated by biogeoclimatic zones,

TNRD electoral areas and physical features on the landscape (i.e. major

transportation corridors, rivers etc.). The invasive plant lists for each IPMA

were developed using the species from the regional priority list.  Assignment

of management objectives for the IPMA invasive plant lists was subjective

and based on literature review and TAC member expertise and knowledge.  

It is important to recognize that there are additional invasive plants in the

region that are not included in the priority lists provided. These invasive

plants are either  outside the scope of this plan OR require more data to be

considered a regional priority invasive plant. These additional plants should 

also be considered during management planning. A list of additional invasive

plants within the region are available in Appendix III.

CRITERIA FOR PRIORITIZING
INVASIVE SPECIES
MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES
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The following table lists the invasive plant categories, management objectives and

management expectations for the priority invasive species included in this plan. Each

priority invasive plant in the region has been assigned to a category based on the

outcomes of a risk assessment and current distribution across the region/IPMA. 

It is recognized that invasive plant management goals will vary at regional and local

scales. It is important to clarify that resource investment may vary between categories

for each land manager, depending on their land management objectives. 

INVASIVE PLANT CATEGORIES &
MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES
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Early detection of newly arrived invasive species, followed by a well-
coordinated rapid response, will increase the likelihood of eradicating
new invasions of plants in this category. Plants within the "Prevent"
category have not been confirmed within the Thompson-Nicola
Region. These species pose high risk to the province, region and/or
IPMA.  It is expected that land managers prioritize these species for
surveillance and carry out best managemet practices to prevent these
plants from establishing on thier lands.. All species within this category
should be immediately reported to the TNIPMC who will assist in
coordinating an immediate management response:

Email: invasiveplants@tnrd.ca
Phone: 1-877-377-8673 

PREVENT

Plants listed in this category are  are present in very limited
distribution. These species pose high risk to the province, region
and/or IPMA and it is expected that land managers control
infestations as soon as they are noted. Annual monitoring and
treatment is required until the infestation can be deemed
eradicated. All species within this category should be immediately
reported to the TNIPMC who will assist in coordinating an immediate
management response:

Email: invasiveplants@tnrd.ca
Phone: 1-877-377-8673 

A
ERADICATE



B
CONTROL

Category B species are known to exist in the region/IPMA in limited
distribution. If left untreated, these plants have significant potential to
spread throughout the region/IPMA. Control to prevent spread can be
achieved through annual treatment and monitoring of ALL
infestations in the region/IPMA.

C
CONTAIN &

SITE
SPECIFIC
CONTROL

Category C species are present in abundance throughout the
region/IPMA but they have not yet infested all potential habitats.
Eradication of these plants is not likely however management can still
take place in areas that are highly valued and/or are relatively invasive
free. 

The containment areas for select category C species is available in
Appendix II . It is expected that land managers control all invasive
plants outside of the containment area and may choose to control
select infestations within the containment area to protect specific
land values. 

Land manager managers may choose to create their own
containment areas to protect certain values. Similarly, it is expected
land managers control all invasive plants outside of these
containment area. 

D-
MONITOR
& SITE
SPECIFIC
CONTROL

Category D species are common and widespread, occupying most or
all potential habitats within the region/IPMA. Widespread control of
these species is not currently possible unless funding and resources
are significantly increased. In this category, management efforts are
carried out to prevent spread into un-infested habitat and protect
local area land values. It is expected that land managers will monitor
the impact of the species on local area land values and carry out
control based on specific land management objectives. The use of
biological control may be considered where agents are available.
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ARE CATEGORY A & B SPECIES
MORE IMPORTANT THAN C AND D?

NO! Land managers are encouraged

to manage category C and D species

to protect their values and/or achieve

their specific management goals. For

example, Hoary alyssum and Spotted

Knapweed are listed in category C

and D respectively at a regional scale; 

INVASIVE PLANT LISTS
A region wide invasive plant list has been developed to assist managing invasive plants

at a regional level. To address the reality that different areas of the region are facing

different invasive plant issues,  five Invasive Plant Management Areas (IPMAs) have been

established, each with their own corresponding  priority invasive plant lists.  These lists

are available in Appendix I.

MONITORING PROGRESS
Tracking the progress of a coordinated invasive plant management effort within the

region is a key element to evaluating the overall success of this operational plan.

Recommendations for annual monitoring to address progress includes : 

Reviewing regional priority species and updating regional priority plant list. 

Reviewing priority species for each IPMA and update IPMA priority plant lists. 

Opportunity for all partners/stakeholders to provide input on regional/IMPA priorities

and coordinate activities. 

Monitoring eradication efforts to ensure plants reported under this category are

eradicated. 

Monitoring containment efforts by reviewing containment areas and adjusting

containment as required. 

Tracking and evaluating regional management efforts (i.e. # treatments, area treated

etc)
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Hound's tongue

however that DOES NOT mean land managers should make them less of  a priority. All

land managers, including provincial government agencies, are encouraged to allocate

resources to manage category C and D species, if it will help achieve their overall

management objectives. 
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REGIONAL PRIORITY
INVASIVE PLANT LISTS

APPENDIX 1
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The Thompson - Nicola
Region is one of the
most biophysically
diverse regions in the
province. Ecosystems
range from the coastal
transition zone in the
western part of the
region (west Fraser)
through the interior dry
grasslands to the interior
temperate rainforest.

The Thompson Nicola Region includes electoral areas A – Wells Gray Country, B –
Thompson Headwaters, E – Bonaparte Plateau, I – Blue Sky Country, J – Copper
Desert Country, L – Grasslands, M – Beautiful Nicola Valley – North, N – Beautiful
Nicola Valley – South, O – Lower North Thompson, P – Rivers and the Peaks.
Municipalities within the region include: Ashcroft, Barriere, Cache Creek, Chase,
Clearwater, Clinton, Kamloops, Logan Lake, Lytton, Merritt, and Sun Peaks
Major transportation corridors include Highways 1, 5, 5A, 8, 12, 24, 97, 97C and 97D
The TNRD borders the following regional districts: Fraser-Fort George, Cariboo,
Squamish-Lillooet, Fraser Valley, Central Okanagan, North Okanagan, and Columbia
Shuswap

THOMPSON-NICOLA REGION
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PRIORITY INVASIVE PLANT LIST
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1 
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Foot Notes: 
Priority areas for treatment  within OH containment area include high elevation areas/ alpine habitat. 1.



This management area includes TNRD electoral areas A, B and O. 
Municipalities and communities within this IPMA include, but are not limited
to: Albreda, Blue River, Avola, Vavenby, Clearwater, Little Fort, and Barriere.
The management area is comprised of several ecosystem types: Engelmann
Spruce-Subalpine Fir, Interior Cedar Hemlock, Interior Douglas Fir, and
Montane Spruce. The area is generally wet and cool. 
Major transportation corridors include Highway 5 and 24.
This IPMA borders the following regional districts: Fraser-Fort George, Columbia
Shuswap and Cariboo.

IPMA 1- CLEARWATER
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PRIORITY INVASIVE PLANT LIST
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This management area includes TNRD electoral areas J, P, and L.
Municipalities and communities within this IPMA include, but are not limited to
McLure, Heffley Creek, Sun Peaks, Kamloops, Pritchard, Westwold, Red Lake, Savona
and Logan Lake. 
The area is moist and cool north of Kamloops, very hot and dry around Kamloops and
dry and cool in the Logan Lake area. 
This management area is comprised of several ecosystem types: Sub-boreal spruce,
Engelmann Spruce, Interior Cedar Hemlock, Montane Spruce, Ponderosa Pine,
Bunchgrass and Interior Douglas Fir. 
Major transportation corridors include: HWY 1, 97, 5, 5A and 97C.
This IPMA borders the following regional districts: Columbia-Shuswap and North
Okanagan

IPMA 2- KAMLOOPS
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PRIORITY INVASIVE PLANT LIST
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This management area includes TNRD electoral areas M and N. 

Municipalities and communities within this IPMA include, but are not limited

to: Merritt, Upper Nicola, Lower Nicola, Quilchena, Douglas Lake, Aspen Grove,

Kingsvale, Brookmere and Kane Valley. 

The area is characterized as very hot and dry except for the western perimeter

which receives more rainfall and is moist and warm. 

This management area is comprised several ecosystem types: Montane Spruce,

Ponderosa Pine, Bunchgrass, Engelmann Spruce and Interior Douglas Fir. 

Major transportation corridors include: HWY 5, 5A, 8 and 97C. 

This IPMA borders the following regional districts: North Okanagan, Central

Okanagan, Okanagan-Smilkameen and Fraser Valley. 

IMPA 3- MERRITT
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PRIORITY INVASIVE PLANT LIST
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This management area includes TNRD electoral area E.
Municipalities and communities within this IPMA include, but are not limited to:
Clinton, Kelly Lake, High Bar, Big Bar Creek, Jesmond, Canoe Creek, Loon Lake and 70
Mile House. 
The area is mostly dry cool with moist cool climatic zones on higher plateaus and
very hot dry areas along the Fraser River. 
The management area is comprised of several ecosystem types, including but not
limited to, Interior Douglas Fir, Sub-boreal Pine-Spruce, Sub-boreal Pine, Montane
Spruce, Engelmann Spruce- Subalpine Fir, and Bunchgrass. 
Major transportation corridors include: HWY 24 and 97
This IMPA borders the following regional districts: Squamish-Lillooet and Cariboo. 

IPMA 4- CLINTON
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PRIORITY INVASIVE PLANT LIST
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This management area includes TNRD electoral area I.

Municipalities and communities within this IPMA include, but are not limited to:

Cache Creek, Upper Hat Creek, Ashcroft, Lytton, Kanaka Bar and Falls Creek. 

The area ranges from very dry hot to dry cool. 

This management area is comprised of several ecosystem types, including but not

limited to, Ponderosa Pine, Interior Douglas Fir, Engelmann Spruce-Subalpine fir and

Montane Spruce. 

Major transportation corridors include: HWY 1, 8, 97, 97C, 99.

This IPMA borders the following regional districts: Fraser Valley and Squamish-

Lillooet.

IPMA 5- CACHE CREEK
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PRIORITY INVASIVE PLANT LIST
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REGIONAL
CONTAINMENT AREAS

APPENDIX II
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BABY'S BREATH
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BLUEWEED
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COMMON TANSY 



FIELD SCABIOUS
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HOARY ALYSSUM
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LEAFY SPURGE 
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MEADOW GOAT’S BEARD
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NODDING THISTLE
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ORANGE HAWKWEED
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PLUMELESS THISTLE
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RUSSIAN KNAPWEED



ST. JOHNS WORT
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WHIPLASH HAWKWEED
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YELLOW BEDSTRAW



Additional Invasive
Plants in the Thompson-

Nicola Region

APPENDIX III
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Priority Invasive Plants
in the Thompson-Nicola

Region

APPENDIX IV
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Printable Summary 



OPERATIONAL PLAN FOR INVASIVE PLANT
MANAGEMENT IN THE THOMPSON-

NICOLA REGION

The  Operational Plan For Invasive Plant Management in the Thompson-Nicola Region,

as a tool to enhance cross jurisdiction collaboration and coordination of invasive plants

within the region.

The following information  is a summary of the plan, which was developed to enhance

cross jurisdiction coordination for invasive plant management within the Thompson-

Nicola Region.  
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INVASIVE PLANT CATEGORIES &
MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES

The following table lists the invasive plant categories, management objectives and
management expectations for the priority invasive species included in this plan. Each
priority invasive plant in the region has been assigned to a category based on the
outcomes of a risk assessment and current distribution across the region/IPMA.

It is recognized that invasive plant management goals will vary at regional and local
scales. It is important to clarify that resource investment may vary between categories for
each land manager, depending on their land management objectives.

Early detection of newly arrived invasive species, followed by a well-
coordinated rapid response, will increase the likelihood of eradicating
new invasions of plants in this category. Plants within the "Prevent"
category have not been confirmed within the Thompson-Nicola
Region. These species pose high risk to the province, region and/or
IPMA. It is expected that land managers prioritize these species for
surveillance and carry out best management practices to prevent
these plants from establishing on their lands. All species within this
category should be immediately reported to the TNIPMC who will
assist in coordinating an immediate management response:

Email: invasiveplants@tnrd.ca
Phone: 1-877-377-8673 

PREVENT

Plants listed in this category are  are present in very limited
distribution. These species pose high risk to the province, region
and/or IPMA and it is expected that land managers control
infestations as soon as they are noted. Annual monitoring and
treatment is required until the infestation can be deemed
eradicated. All species within this category should be immediately
reported to the TNIPMC who will assist in coordinating an immediate
management response:

Email: invasiveplants@tnrd.ca
Phone: 1-877-377-8673 

A
ERADICATE
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INVASIVE PLANT CATEGORIES &
MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES

B
CONTROL

Category B species are known to exist in the region/IPMA in limited
distribution. If left untreated, these plants have significant potential to
spread throughout the region/IPMA. Control to prevent spread can be
achieved through annual treatment and monitoring of ALL
infestations in the region/IPMA.

C
CONTAIN &

SITE
SPECIFIC
CONTROL

Category C species are present in abundance throughout the
region/IPMA but they have not yet infested all potential habitats.
Eradication of these plants is not likely however management can still
take place in areas that are highly valued and/or are relatively invasive
free. 

The containment areas for select category C species is available in
Appendix II . It is expected that land managers control all invasive
plants outside of the containment area and may choose to control
select infestations within the containment area to protect specific
land values. 

Land manager managers may choose to create their own
containment areas to protect certain values. Similarly, it is expected
land managers control all invasive plants outside of these
containment area. 

D-
MONITOR
& SITE
SPECIFIC
CONTROL

Category D species are common and widespread, occupying most or
all potential habitats within the region/IPMA. Widespread control of
these species is not currently possible unless funding and resources
are significantly increased. In this category, management efforts are
carried out to prevent spread into un-infested habitat and protect
local area land values. It is expected that land managers will monitor
the impact of the species on local area land values and carry out
control based on specific land management objectives. The use of
biological control may be considered where agents are available.
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PRIORITY INVASIVE PLANTS BY INVASIVE PLANT
MANAGEMENT AREA IN THE THOMPSON- NICOLA REGION 
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REGIONAL CONTAINMENT AREAS
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WHIPLASH
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